From the East
Brethren,
I am very proud to have been elected as the Worshipful Master of Manchester Lodge
#73 AF&AM for 2020. During the upcoming year, our lodge will host social events
so we can strengthen our fraternal bonds. Over the last few years, social activities have
increased, and I will continue to grow them. I will also strive to improve communications
between the craft and myself. This will be done by utilizing the trestleboard, email, our
website, and the call-em-all system. I will be sending out a trestleboard during each of
the four seasons. It is my belief that the brothers should know what is happening and
when. Over the past several years we have struggled with shrinking membership as have
many other fraternal organizations. One way to increase membership is to market our
lodge. I would like to boost membership by becoming more active in the community.
This provides us with name recognition and provides us with an opportunity to speak to
people about our organization.
This coming year we will continue to monitor our financial situation. Due to our
shrinking income we are forced to examine options to increase revenue or decrease
expenses. The Temple Corporation and our brothers have done an excellent job over
the years keeping costs down. As a result, there is nothing left to cut so we will have to
examine other options. I will work with the Temple Corporation to explore all financial
opportunities to ensure our lodge stays solvent.
In 2020, I would like each of us to reexamine why we became Freemasons. Included
in this trestleboard is an article which points out reasons many of us joined masonry. I
would request that each one of you read the article "Why Become a Mason?" (see reverse)
and reflect on your desire for being part of the world’s oldest fraternity. It is my hope that
brothers who have not attended lodge or participated in activities at our lodge will renew
their commitment to the lodge and our brothers.
I would also like to thank and congratulate the other brothers that were elected and
appointed to the Officer chairs.
I am always looking for suggestions on how to improve
our lodge. If you have suggestions, please do not hesitate
to contact me.
Fraternally,

Larry Morgret
Worshipful Master
Manchester Lodge #73
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Lodge Calendar

Stated communications begin at 7:30pm.
1/6

Temple Corp. Meeting

1/14

Stated Communication

1/25

Junior Officers Seminar
8am, Ashlar Village

1/28

Stated Communication

1/30

Blue Lodge Council
Friendship Tuscan Lodge hosting

2/11

Entered Apprentice Degree

2/15

Valentine’s Dinner
details TBA

2/20

Master Mason Degree
Friendship Tuscan #145
24 Golway Street in Manchester

2/25
Stated Communication
	
Audie Murphy –Tragic hero
lecture presented by WB john
Forlenza-Bailey
3/10

Stated Communication

3/14

St. Patrick’s day dinner
details TBA

3/24

Fellowcraft Degree

3/28
Grand Lodge Annual Session
	
Annual Communication and
Installation of Grand Lodge
Officers for 2020-21.
The official call will go out in the
beginning of 2020.

Stated Communications:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, at 7:30pm
except in July and August

Why Become a Mason?

Reprinted from the Grand Lodge of Washington's website: http://www.bluelodge-wa.org/membership/index1.html
There are many personal benefits to
becoming a Mason, and the rewards
can be different for each person. But all
Masons share a common goal: making
good men better. Only individuals
believed to be of the finest character are
favorably considered for membership.

Tradition

For all of history, men have come
together to build. Fathers taught the
secrets of their trade to their sons.
Families learned to work together and
these builders began to erect evermore
beautiful edifices. Freemasonry teaches,
exactly, those time tested principles
which bring men together amid who
can best work and best agree. Those
principles apply to building
anything, from friendships
to communities, private
aid to Charities, or simple
fun. Just as time has not
changed male human
nature, Freemasonry has
not changed what works.

Masons give away more than $2 million
every day to relieve suffering. When
you’re a Mason, the satisfaction derived
from selfless service is immeasurable,
for it is in helping others that one most
helps himself.

Fraternity

Masons come from all walks of life:
accountants, teachers, office workers,
laborers — you name it. They represent
all creeds and cultures, and all are
welcome. You are bound to develop
lasting friendships, meet new business
associates, and broaden your circle of
friends. No matter where your travels
take you, it’s great to know there are
brothers you can depend on and trust

Morality

You’ll share the values
of the great men who
founded the United States:
Men who believed in
the brotherhood of man
and the ideals express in
the U.S. Constitution.
Freemasonry is built upon
the tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth. Brotherly loves is the practice of
the golden rule. Relief embodies charity
for all mankind. Truth is honesty,
fair play and adherence to cardinal
virtues. Above all, men of all faiths are
welcome, as long as they believe in a
Supreme Being.

Self-improvement

Masons seek to improve themselves and
to help others, not because they think
they should, but because they want
to. Because of this crucial distinction,
Masons give freely of themselves and
ask nothing in return. Nationally,

Manchester Lodge #73, AF & AM

Fellowship

By attending Masonic Lodge meetings
and learning from your fellow
Masons, you’ll strengthen the bonds
of fellowship as you join together with
like-minded men who share ideals of
both a moral and metaphysical nature.
You’ll enjoy the friendship of other
Masons in the community, and you’ll
be welcomed as a “brother” by Masons
everywhere in the world. Freemasonry
also promises that should you ever be
overtaken by misfortune, sickness, or
adversity through no fault of your own,
the hands of our great fraternity will be
stretched forth to aid and assist you.
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Charity

From its earliest days, charity has been
the most visible Masonic activity.
Freemasons have always been devoted
to caring for disadvantaged children, the
sick and the elderly. In fact, Masons in
North America give away approximately
$2 million to national and local charities
each day. Masons are also actively
involved in a great deal of community
volunteer work.

Education

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
has advocated the education of
members since its foundation years.
Its ceremonies provide instruction to
all members, supplemented by various
other activities such
as seminars, lectures,
workshops, reading
and use of audiovisual
materials and the Internet.
Because Freemasonry is
an esoteric society, certain
aspects of its work are not
generally disclosed to the
public. Freemasonry uses
an initiatory system of
degrees to explore ethical
and philosophical issues,
and the system is less
effective if the observer
knows beforehand what
will happen. It is described
in Masonic craft ritual as
"a beautiful system of morality veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols."

Leadership

Freemasonry offers its members
leadership opportunities at the lodge,
district, and Grand Lodge level. As
Freemasons progress through the
craft, they discover different aspects
of themselves and develop a range of
skills that even they might not have
known they possessed. By developing
leadership techniques that fit their
personality, Masons unlock the door to
their full potential.

Stated Communications:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, at 7:30pm
except in July and August

Brotherhood In Action Breakfast
The annual Brotherhood In Action (BIA) breakfast will return to
Manchester Temple on Sunday, February 23 from 9 AM- 12 Noon.
The BIA is comprised of members of local fraternal organizations, and
since 1987 has raised over $132,000 in charitable contributions to help
area children with life threatening illnesses.
The 2020 breakfast will benefit the families of Jayden Szkirka of East
Hartford and Icek Dejesus of Manchester.
In March 2019, 10-year old Jayden was diagnosed with Osteosarcoma,
a serious type of bone cancer. Now, 11 years old, Jayden is feeling
better and is remaining positive with the support of his mother,
father and 3 sisters.

Jayden Szkirka

Six year old Icek suffered a traumatic brain injury when he was just
3 months old and now suffers from cerebral palsy as a result. He is
confined to a wheel chair, is legally blind, and has limited speech. Icek
attends school in Manchester where he is enrolled in the first grade.
We are asking Lodge #73 Brothers to volunteer a few hours of time
to work at this event, and to sell the enclosed tickets. Tickets may be
purchased in advance or at the door, $7 for adults and $4 for children.
To volunteer or to request additional tickets, please contact Bro. Rod
Andersen at (860) 644-1383. Thank you for your support.

Icek Dejesus

Clockwise: A typical crowd forms at the 2019 BIA breakfast; 2017 donations totaling $6,700; familiar faces take a break
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Stated Communications:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, at 7:30pm
except in July and August

Lodge Accepts Gifts of Artwork
Bro. Al Knofla and his wife Shirley recently made an extremely generous and
interesting donation to the Lodge. Arrangements are currently being made to
transport three gifts to our Temple, which include a large portrait of Bro. George
Washington, an oval landscape painting in the primitive American folk art genre,
and a rare small photo print of President Lincoln with his family.
The paintings were family heirlooms passed down to Shirley by her
parents and grandparents. Shirley recollected the Washington
painting hanging in her parents’ home in upstate New York
when she was a little girl.
Both paintings have been recently appraised to determine their
authenticity and value. Together with the Lincoln picture, each is
considered to be of considerable value, rarity and cultural significance.
We accept these gifts from Al and Shirley with tremendous gratitude.

“Victory awaits him who
has everything in order —
luck, people call it.
Defeat is certain for him
who has neglected to take the
necessary precautions in time;
this is called bad luck.”

Bro. Roald Amundsen
(1872 -1928)
Norwegian explorer of polar regions

Changing of the Chaplains
At Manchester Lodge's recent Annual
Meeting, our outgoing Worshipful Master
Larry Hokanson was appointed to the office of
Chaplain for the upcoming year. The Lodge
heartily thanks Worshipful Brother Bob
Ferguson for his many years of impeccable
service as Lodge Chaplain. We also thank
WB Larry for his dedication in serving as
Worshipful Master for three consecutive years!

2020 Manchester Lodge Officers
Worshipful Master

Larry Morgret

217-979-0392

Junior Warden

Justin E. Nash

860-986-8470

Senior Warden
Treasurer
Secretary

Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon

Senior Steward
Chaplain
Marshal

Organist
Soloist

Paige K. Howarth, PM
Randy R. Hall, PM

Barry E. Lazlo, PM

James E. Hammitt, PM
Gary Robinson

Christopher Veness

Larry D. Hokanson, PM
Shawn R. Ratches
Charles Billmyer
Ronald Erickson
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860-617-8875
860-742-5195
860-643-7839
860-652-5619
860-292-8584
203-942-5203
860-209-3183
860-796-3695
860-649-4264
860-796-7836

Left: WB Bob Ferguson; Right: WB Larry Hokanson
Stated Communications:

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, at 7:30pm
except in July and August

